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Nonagricultural Interpretations

General

The purpose of these interpretative ratings is to help engineers, planners,
and others understand how soil properties influence behavior when used for
nonagricultural uses such as building site development or construction
materials. Soils are rated for the uses expected to be important or
potentially important to users of soil survey information. Ratings for
proposed uses are given in terms of limitations and restrictive features;
suitability and restrictive features; or only restrictive features. Only the
most restrictive features are listed. Other features may need to be treated
to overcome soil limitations for a specific purpose.

Soils are rated in their “natural” state, that is, no unusual modification of
the soil site or material is made other than that which is considered normal
practice for the rated use. Even though soils may have limitations, it is
important to remember that engineers and others can modify soil features or
can design or adjust the plans for a structure to compensate for most degrees
of limitations. Most of these practices, however are costly. The final
decision in selecting a site for a particular use generally involves weighing
the costs for site preparation and maintenance.


